Emergency laparotomy for abdominal trauma.
We have retrospectively reviewed our experience of 153 consecutive patients who underwent emergency laparotomy for suspected intraabdominal injury over a 10-year period. The commonest cause of injury was road traffic accidents (61 per cent), and the commonest indication for operation was signs of peritoneal irritation (35 per cent). Peritoneal lavage was performed in 62 patients (41 per cent). The liver was the organ most frequently injured (52 patients, 34 per cent) and 52 per cent of these patients died. Splenic injuries occurred in 46 patients (30 per cent). The negative laparotomy rate was 16 per cent. Forty-five patients died (29 per cent) and five of these had negative laparotomies. The Injury Severity Score (ISS) of all patients who died was > 16.